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Profile of the European printing industry

85 billion 
TURNOVER

Share of turnover per product (EU27, 2023) Size of the EU printing  industry (EU27, 2022)
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<10 STAFF 91%

91% OF EUROPEAN
PRINTING COMPANIES
EMPLOY LESS  
THAN 10 STAFF

10-19 STAFF 4.9% >20 STAFF 4.1%

Source: Eurostat 2025, processed by Intergraf, data for EU27+UK+NO+CH+IS except when specified differently.
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Profile comparison of selected 
manufacturing sectors (EU27, 2022)
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Printed products trade balance (intra- and extra-EU27, in million €, 2024)

Main trade partners of the European printing industry  (EU27, 2024)

Import of printed products from China (EU27, 2000-2024, in €)

Main printed products imported from China to the EU (EU27, 2024)
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5.6 Hungary

General trends and turnover

In 2024, 42% of printing companies saw their sales revenues increase (compared to 37% in 2023). 
28% of printing companies saw their sales revenues unchanged compared to 2023, and 30% saw 
their sales decrease (compared to 12% in 2023)

18% of printing companies worked with more customers than in 2023, 6% with fewer (3% with 
much less), while the number of customers remained unchanged for the remaining 76%. 

The increase in the number of customers has also caused an increase in the number of orders at 
the sector level. In 2024, 42% of printing companies received more orders and 32% received fewer 
orders than in 2023, while the number of orders remained unchanged for the remaining 26%.

Printing companies operated with an average capacity utilization rate of 76% in 2024. The larger 
the headcount and revenue category, the higher the average capacity utilization. In the case of 
companies with more than 50 employees and a turnover of more than HUF 1 billion, the capacity 
utilization rate is of 79%.

93% of companies were able to raise prices in 2024 (95% in 2023). 64% raised prices slightly or 
moderately, while 27% increased prices significantly. Presumably the latter were influenced to 
do so by the increase in supplier prices and the level of their operating costs. Another possibility 
is that those who increased prices more compensated for the negative effects of 2022 with 
increases in 2023 and 2024. 

Suppliers of printing companies increased their prices by a greater proportion than the 
companies could/wanted to increase their sales prices. Therefore, it can be concluded that the 
sector’s bargaining power has deteriorated on average and margins have decreased. 

As a result of the above, it is not surprising that 38% of companies saw a significant decrease in 
margin weight compared to 2023 (40% indicated a decrease in margin weight in 2023).

Primary concerns cited include cost of raw materials and auxiliary materials; shortage of 
professionals; lack of solvent demand; energy, personnel costs, eff iciency, speed, flexibility; and 
exchange rate exposure.

Trends per market segment

 ■ Books: market saturation from too many domestic competitors, low profitability, increases 
in the number of titles.

 ■ Magazines: decreasing print runs, decreasing the number of companies.
 ■ Newspapers: decreasing print runs 
 ■ Direct mail: stagnating 
 ■ Printed packaging: more and more companies are investigating how to enter this market.

Trends in the employment market

In 2024, 58% of printed companies reported an increase in headcount, while 17% decreased 
their headcount.

The average change in headcount was 3% year-on-year. 77% of printing companies have 
vacant positions.

In 2024, 87% of printing companies saw an increase in their employee-related costs per capita 
compared to 2023, while they remained unchanged for 23%. 47% of companies have seen their 
costs increase by 10-20%, 6% by a greater amount, and 47% by less. The increase in personnel-
related costs per capita was 12% on average, while it was 14% in the case of wage increasers.

Foreign trade trends

43% of the companies are active in foreign markets, and export sales account for an average 
of 24% of total revenue. 93% of export sales revenues come from EU markets. 39% of printing 
companies indicated that new competitors have appeared in their market. Among them, the 
largest proportion (66%) is represented by Hungarian competitors, while new Polish, Slovak and 
Romanian companies have also started operation.

Trends impacting competitiveness

 ■ Decline in demand, shrinking market
 ■ Strengthening of buyer bargaining power, price sensitivity
 ■ Strengthening digital alternatives
 ■ Increasing competition

Economic information available in the Report:
Profile of the printing industry, labour costs, production value, 
trade figures, print-related market data, selected country report.

More economic information in  
the 2025 Intergraf Economic Report

European Printing & Printed Packaging Output by Print Product, 2023-2029 
(€ million, constant 2024 prices & exchange rates)

Printing processes

In 2024, flexo sustained its position as the single largest printing process sector with output in real 
value terms rising by 1.9%, only slightly lower than the growth in package & label printing areas. 
Digital printing, however, continues to be the fastest growing area with inkjet printing revenues 
rising at 6.9% during the year. The aggressive performance in the market of inkjet comes at the 
expense to some extent of electrophotography, up by 2.9% by comparison driven in part by a return 
to growth in label printing revenues. 

European Printing & Printed Packaging Output by Process, 2023-2029f 
(€ million, constant 2024 prices & exchange rates)
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Source: Contribution from Smithers, April 2025

3.1 European print market review, 2025
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ORDER YOUR COPY
www.intergraf.eu/communications/annual-economic-report
(free for Intergraf member associations and company members).

European print market review and 
forecasts until 2029 from research 
company Smithers included in the report.
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2.2 Labour costs
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Wages and salaries, printing industry, EU-27, index 2021=100

Index 2021=100
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Labour cost per employee full time equivalent, EU-27,  in thousand €, 2008-2022

Source: Eurostat
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